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FAUX-FUYANT DU VIEUX CARRE -- Two violations of the ordinance govern- 
ing architecture in the old French quarter of New Orleans have been report- 
ed to the Vieux Carre Commission. New Orleans' ordinance, in effect since 
1936, was one of the early models in the field of preservation legislation, 
and has been successfully upheld by Louisiana's Supreme Court. 

One involves a pair of 18th-century Spanish structures on St. Philip 
Street. The owner is charged with failure to preserve the structure, permit- 
ting it to decay and become unsafe, and refusal to make repairs -- consti- 
tuting "demolition by neglect" under the statute. He has won a series of 
delays through various court devices. In time the demolition may be accom- 
plished in defiance of the statute. 

The other violation involves a restaurant on St. Peter Street, Pat 
O'Brien's, built in 1817. Its courtyard and street facade with "Egyptian" 
capped pilasters and distinctive fenestration, are among its notable fea- 
tures. Without the required prior approval of the Commission, the original 
street windows were replaced with single large sheets of plate glass, which 
in turn were covered with heavy ornamental cast iron grilles. The owners 
claim that this does not fall within the regulations of the ordinance which 
covers exterior features visible from the street; windows are "inside." 


BY SIGNING A $1,015,000 APPROPRIATION BILL, Gov. Otto Kerner saved the 
Sangamon County Courthouse in downtown Springfield, Ill. Kermer asked the 
public to contribute part of the millions of dollars that will be needed 
for its restoration. The building was the state capitol from 1837 to 1876 
and it was here that Lincoln delivered his famous speech in 1858, in which 
he said "A house divided against itself cannot stand.I believe this Govern- 
ment cannot endure permanently half slave and half free." After the surren- 
der of Fort Sumter, Stephen A. Douglas appeared at a special session of the 
legislature to plead for Illinois to unite in support of the Union. The new 
state memorial will become headquarters of the state historical society. 
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Hull House, Chicago 


Jefferson Market Courthouse 


"YOU CAN WIN AT CITY HALL" -- "Old Jeff,"" a Greenwich Village landmark 
in New York City since 1876, has been rescued from the busy wreckers who 
have been cutting a wide swathe through the area, and will now serve as a 
branch library. The ebullient Jefferson Market Courthouse at 10th Street 
and Avenue of the Americas was designed by Frederick Clark Withers and Cal- 
vert Vaux. By 1885 it was voted by architects one of the ten most beautiful 
buildings in the United States. The New Yorker, during the heated argument 
over its threatened destruction, described it as "An invincibly romantic 
confection of Philadelphia pressed brick, Ohio stone, and dainty stained 
glass, leaping skyward in a cluster of gables, chimneys, turrets and towers 
...a delightful experiment in something loosely known as Venetian Gothic. 
5000 embattled Villagers signed a petition to save "Old Jeff"; 62 concerned 
organizations and neighborhood associations, from the Municipal Art Society 
and the American Institute of Architects to the Parent-Teachers and Gotham 
Kennel Club, endorsed the movement. Budget authorities conceded that con- 
verting the building for library purposes would cost only half as much as a 
new branch library. On August 24, Mayor Robert Wagner gave "Old Jeff" a new 
lease on life: "The Village is a literary and artistic center and must have 
adequate library service as well as preserve its architectural traditions." 


BOISE'S OLD ASSAY OFFICE was saved, temporarily, when the City Council 
opposed its site for a new federal building.In a letter to the regional GSA 
commissioner, the mayor wrote that any site which would compete with estab- 
lished business for parking would be "incredibly shortsighted." The build- 
ing will be offered to the state of Idaho for preservation, probably in two 
or three years, when it becomes surplus to the needs of the federal govern- 
ment. The Assay Office was closed in 1933 and the building became headquar- 
ters of the U.S. Forest Service for the Boise and Payette National Forests. 
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historic sites before it is too late,'"' stated Dr. Charles P. Harper, chair- 
man of the Historical Parks and Monuments Committee of the West Virginia 
Historical Society. He was adding his endorsement to the Governor's June 
conference on pre-historic and historic sites. The state is in the early 
stages of its preservation program, and an inventory of sites, their loca- 
tion, condition, ownership and suggested improvements is being made in 50 
of the state's 55 counties. The West Virginia Historic Commission has met 
several times during the summer to select sites. 


Bolton (R.,Ohio) was given nation-wide circulation in THIS WEEK, Sept. 3. 


THE THIRD ANNUAL ALEXANDRIA FORUM, October 19-21, will feature archi- 
tecture and furnishings of "The Federal Period in the Federal City."" Speak- 
ers include Rep. Frank Thompson (D., N.J.), Walter Muir Whitehill, Walter 
Macomber, and Maj.Gen. Glen E. Edgerton.The forum is sponsored by the Alex- 
andria Association; chairman for this year's program is Meredith Johnson, 
director of Woodlawn Plantation. 


MAYOR ROBERT WAGNER in July appointed 13 New Yorkers to a Committee 
for the Preservation of Structures of Historic and Esthetic Importance: 
Geoffrey Platt, chairman; Harmon H. Goldstone, Robert S. Curtiss, Robert M. 
Dowling, Luther H. Gulick, Arthur C. Holden, Stanley H. Lowell, Clarence G. 
Michalis, McKim Norton, Whitney North Seymour,Sr., Bethuel M. Webster, Mor- 
gan Dix Wheelock and Frederick J. Woodbridge.The new organization will work 
with the City Planning Commission, the Municipal Art Society and the Fine 
Arts Federation. 


CAJUN-CREOLE COOKERY,a magazine supplement in the Daily Iberian during 
the sugar festival and fair, Sept. 29, 30 and Oct. 1, is dedicated to The 
Shadows restoration. The lead article, "Hospitality: Tradition at The Shad- 
ows,'' was written by Helen Duprey Bullock, Director, Department of Informa- 
tion, National Trust. Famous Weeks and Hall family recipes and menus accom- 
pany the story. The issue may be ordered from the Iberian, New Iberia, La., 
for $.50 postage paid. 


ley will be made by the Missouri Historical Society's Fourth Annual Junior 
Historians' Tour Sept. 30. The children, 8 years and older, will tour, in 
Missouri and Illinois, the Pierre Menard House, the 1718 Fort de Chartres, 
view Indian dances, and inspect the earth works of the 1733 Fort Kaskaskia, 
where old guns will "blast across the river" in a firing demonstration. 


possibilities for the preservation of antiquities in Maryland. The result 
was a bill creating the Maryland Historical Trust to acquire and preserve 
properties of historic, aesthetic and cultural interest. Gov. Millard Tawes 
announced the appointment of 15 members: John E. Clark, James W. Foster, 
Mrs. Rex A. Taylor, Dr. Morris L. Radoff, Mrs. Charles W. Williams, Kent R. 
Mullikin, Mrs. George E. Burnett, Philip S. Stirling, Orlando V. Ridout, 
George L. Radcliffe, Mrs. Frank W. Mish and Mrs. J. Henry Hooper. 


"IT IS IN THE INTERESTS OF EVERY WEST VIRGINIAN to aid in saving our iv 
"YOU CAN HELP SAVE AMERICA'S HISTORIC TREASURES,"'by the Hon.Frances P. 
A VISIT TO EARLY FRENCH AND INDIAN SETTLEMENTS in the Mississippi Val- 
TWO YEARS AGO THE MARYLAND LEGISLATURE appointed a commission to study - 


RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN, Providence,filed a petition to demolish 
the Woods-Gerry House. When the case came before the Zoning Board of Review 
in June,school officials stipulated that,if an equal amount of land adjoin- 
ing the property is made available, they would trade the land on which the 
house stands.The Preservation Society assumed the responsibility of finding 
suitable land for the school, and a use for the Italian Renaissance town 
house. Built 1862-3,it is one of the post-1830 buildings in Providence con- 
sidered important in tracing the city's architectural growth and change. 


THE "S LEAD BALL SLOWLY POUNDED AWAY at the Church of the Unity 
in Springfield, Mass. In 1952 the National Trust called upon "friends of 
preservation and the many admirers and students of the great Henry Hobson 
Richardson to work fast. The small unaided congregation cannot save it; the 
Church Board itself will not."' Many buildings by Richardson,great 19th cen- 
tury architect and creator of the Romanesque trend in American architecture 


have fallen victim to "progress." 


FORMER TOPEKA LIBRARY BUILDING, on the statehouse grounds, thought to 
have been designed by Henry Van Brunt though attributed by some to Richard- 
son, is to be razed. A group of Topeka residents,led by Mrs. Henry S. Blake 
made a plea to preserve the building as a downtown cultural center. Vacant 
since 1953 and allowed to deteriorate, it was built by the Topeka Library 
Association under an 1881 law which provided that when the building was no 
longer used for library purposes it would revert to the state.The 1957 Leg- 
islature authorized razing the building if it could be done without cost. 
The council was unable to obtain such bids, and the 1961 legislature made 
$5,000 available to cover the cost of demolition. 


to destroy Jane Addams' famous Hull House until a powerful national group, 
"Save Hull House Committee," presented its case to the president and board 
of trustees. The University is receiving as a gift from federal and local 
taxpayers 106 acres of land scheduled for clearance. Of this they are set- 
ting aside 39 acres for a parking lot, and have agreed to permit Hull House 
to remain if all restoration and maintenance costs are met by private funds 
They are not willing to allow later additions to remain on the 1856 mansion 
as the entire group of structures include 2/3 of an acre; they are willing 
to have only the mansion and its gardens left a part of the site on South 
Halstead Street. 

Pleading for the preservation of Hull House,Sen. Paul Douglas (D.I11.) 
asked: “Let us save more of Hull House as a living memorial to one of the 
noblest Americans of all time.Jane Addams was the living embodiment of com- 
passion, mercy and intelligent good will. With her associates she did more 
to help the people of Illinois than anyone since Lincoln. Hull House was 
for decades not only the spiritual center of Chicago but in a sense of the 
whole country as well. .. . Man does not live either by bread or by barren 
bricks and mortar alone. Symbols and the embodiments of a noble past help 
to call forth the best in men and women, and they need to be cherished and 
not ruthlessly destroyed." 


The National Trust for Historic Preservation is actively seeking new members. Mail 
or give this to a friend. Memberships available: Individual—Associate (Student, 
Teacher, Professional) $5 Active $10 Contributing $25 Sustaining $100 Life $1000; 
Organization—Active $25 Contributing $50 Sustaining $100; Corporation—$100 and up. 


a PLANS FOR A CHICAGO CAMPUS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS threatened = 


